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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

The amendment filed on 05/09/2007 is entered and acknowledged by the 
Examiner. Claims 1, 3, 4, 5, 7 and 10 are currently pending in the instant application. 
Claims 2, 6, 8 and 9 have been canceled. 

Response to Amendment 

Claims 1, 4, 5, 6 and 9-10 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, 
in the alternative, under35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Shuichi et al (JP Pub. 2000- 
1 10077 hereinafter, "Shuichi") is withdrawn in view of applicant's amendments. 

Claims 2, 7 and 8 rejected 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shuichi 
et al (JP Pub. 2000/1 10077) in view of Hiromitsu et al. (JP Pub. 2002/2371474 
hereinafter, "Hiromitus") is withdrawn in view of applicant's amendments. 

Claim 3 rejected 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shuichi et al (JP 
Pub. 2000/1 10077) in view of Hiroshi et al (JP Pub. 2000/1 10068 hereinafter, "Hiroshi") 
is withdrawn in view of applicant's amendments. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claimi, 3, 4, 5, 7 and 10 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following Is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3, 4, 5 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over 
Shuichi et al (JP Pub. 2000/1 10077) in view of Hiroshi et al. (JP Pub. 2000/1 10068). 

Regarding claims 1, 3, 4, and 10, Shuichi discloses the liquid finishing compound 
for treating textile garments (clothing) such as shirts, trousers and blouses [0001]. The 
liquid finishing composition comprises of (A) amino-modified silicone [0005], (B) a 
tertiary amine, salt thereof, quaternary compound [0017], (C) a nonionic surfactant with 
1 5-1 50 moles of alkylene oxide to a straight chain or the carbon number 8-22 of the 
branching [0020], (D) polyhydric alcohol [0021] and (E) alknolamine [0022]. Shuichi 
also discloses the weight percent of components A, B, C, D, and E in table 6 [0038]. 
The mass ratio of nonionic surfactant to amino-modified silicone, nonionic surfactant to 
tertiary amine, and [(nonionic surfactant + amino-modified slllcone)/(tertiary amine + 
polymer compound)] may be calculated and are within the scope of the claim. 
However, Shuichi does not explicitly disclose the properties of (C) nonionic surfactant 
having an HLB of 16 or more and a melting point of 30 to SOX. 

In the same field of endeavor, Hiroshi discloses a nonionic surfactant having 
alkylene oxide of carbon number 2-3 to higher alcohol, higher fatty acid, or amine of 
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carbon numbers 8-18 with the formula RrO-(CH2CH20)n-H wherein Ri carbon numbers 
8-18 is preferred, the all^yl group or alkenyl radical of the straight or branch chain, the 
number of ethylene oxide average addition (n) is 5 to 40 moles [0005]. Hiroshi also 
discloses said nonionic surfactant having HLB values of 8-16. The court has held that 
structurally similar compounds (i.e. nonionic surfactant or amino-modifled silicone) are 
generally expected to have similar properties (i.e. melting point and/or viscosity). In re 
Gvurik. 596 F. 2d 1012,201 USPQ 552. 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art it would have had a reasonable 
expectation of success, because such a fiber treating composition containing nonionic 
surfactant with properties such as HLB of 16 and a melting point within the scope of the 
claim are expressly suggested by Shuichi in view of Hiroshi disclosure and therefore is 
an obvious composition. 

Regarding claim 5, Hiroshi further discloses a silicone compound having a 
poiyoxyalkylene chain [0006]. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Shuichi et al (JP Pub. 
2000/1 10077) in view of Hiroshi et al. (JP Pub. 2000/1 10068) as applied to the claims 
above, and further in view of Hiromitsu et al. (JP Pub. 2002/371474). 
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Shuichi and Hiroshi are relied upon set forth above. With respect to claim 7, 
Hiroshi discloses a . silicone compound represented by formula (1): 

r2_s!o — -(B)- —(C). - 8(0— R« (ID 

The inside of a formula, and A, B and G are: 
I I I 

SiO (A) SIO (B) SiO (C) 

Moreover, L, M, and N show each number of average mols, and L is [ 1-100, and 
(preferably 1-50) N of 0-5 (preferably 0-i3)M ] 1-1000 (preferably 1-600). It may be 
the same, or you may differ, the alkyi of the straight chain of carbon numbers 1-4 or 
branched chain, the alkenyl, hydroxyalkyi, and a vinyl group are shown, and it is R^. The 
alkylene group of the straight chain of carbon numbers 1-4 or branched chain Is shown, 
and it is R"*. The alkyI of the straight chain of a hydrogen atom or carbon numbers 1-4 or 
branched chain, the alkenyl, and a hydroxyalkyi radical are shown, and X shows a 
polyoxyethylene radical. The polymerization percentage of the polyoxyethylene chain 
per molecule is 35 - 75% most preferably 30 to 75% especially preferably 25 to 80% to 
the total weight of polyether denaturation silicone. These polyether mold denaturation 
silicone can be fundamentally manufactured by the well-known approach [0006-0009]. 
However, Hiroshi does not explicitly disclose the details of radical X in fomnula (1). 

In the same field of endeavor, Hiromitsu discloses a silicone compound 
represented by formula (6): 
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(I) 



wherein tiie polyoxyethylene radical (i.e. radical X) is 



(-f> : — ^CHr^N-— CO — ^CHz^O— ^R*©-^^ 

— ^CBh-j^A-^CH t)^ A— CO — ^CHr^O— ^R*©^^ R* 

(a) : -^CHr^rli — H x»a — r' 

a shows the number of 2-6, and, as for b, the number of 2-6 and show the same 
semantics as the above.) For R^, a hydrogen atom or the alkyi group of carbon numbers 
1-4, and p of the number of 1-6 and q are [ the number of 1-20 and R4 ] the alkylene 
groups of carbon numbers 2-3, and even if two or more R"* is the same, it may differ. R^ 
is the alkyI group of carbon numbers 1-18. B is formula (CH2) a-0-(R40) q-Re or -R2 (R2, 
R4, a, and q show the same semantics as the above.). Re is the alkyI group of carbon 
numbers 1-10 [0014-0018]. 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art would have had a reasonable 
expectation of success, because such a liquid finish composition comprising of amino 
denaturation silicone with the side chains as mentioned above is expressly suggested 
by Shuichi in view of Hiroshi and further in view of Hiromitsu in order to provide a 
softening agent composition for textile which is high in suppressing wrinkle effect in 
washing process and not imparting excess slickly feeling to clothes treated with the 
softening agent. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
tliis Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khanh T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 8082. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00 EST 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Douglas McGinty can be reached on (571) 272-1029. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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